
F.D, Roosevelt, 
Presi6ent of the United StateG, 
?/bite !louse 
Washington, D,C, 

Sir: 

Albert 3instein 
Old Grove Rd. 
Naasa.u Po int 
Peconic, Long Island 

Au:iust ?.nd, 1939 

S01:1e recent work by E,2erm1 and L. Szila.rd, ,,hich has been com­

munic$ted to me in manuacri~t, leads me to expect that the element uran­

ium may be turned into a new and important sou.rce of enorgy in the im­

mediate future. Certain nGpects ot the eituntion 'Which has &rieen seem 

to call for watchfulness and, if necessary, quick action on the part 

ot the Administration. ! believe therefore that tt ia r.,y duty to brins 

to your attention the follor.ing tacts and recoDmendations: 

In the course of the last tour month& it haa been made probable -

through the work of Joliot in ?ranee as well as ~ermi and Szilard 1n 

America - th4t it may become pos~ible to set up a nuclear chain reaction 

in a large maae of uranium ,by irhich v&Gt aoounts of power and large quant­

ities of new radium•like elewents woul'i be 3enerated. llow lt appears 

almost certain that this could be achieved in the immediate future, 

This new phenomenon would also lead to the construction of bombs, 

and 1t 1a conceivable - though cuch less certain - that extrer:nely powe1·­

ful bombs of a new type may thus be conatructed. A sirisle boob of tb1n 

type, carried by boat and exploded in a port, night very well destroy 

the whole port together Ylith soce of the surrouncUng terr,itory, Howover, 

au.ch bombs r,;iiaht very well prove to be too heavy for trane1>ortation by 
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The United States has only very poor ores of urt.niu:o in aoderate 

quantitiee. There io aome good ore in Canada and the for:ner Czechoslovakia, 

while the most im;iortant source o! uraniu:n i5 Belgian Congo. 

In view of thie situation you may think it desirable to have some 

permanent contact maintained between the Administration and the grouo 

of phyeicisto tforking on chain reactionG in ,\rnerica. One posoible way 

or aohieving this misht be tor you to entNet ,11th this task a person 

T1ho has your confidence and who could perht'.LP8 serve in an inotticial 

capacity. Hi• taok might oo~pr1ee the !ollo~ing: 

a) to approach Government Departments, k-eep the.m informed. ot the 

further develo-pment, and put forward recocmendations tor Government action, 

giving particular attention to the proble~ of aecuring: a supply of uran-

ium ore for the Ul'tited States; 

b) to speed up the experimental work,wbich is at present being car­

ried on within the limit• of tho budgets of Univeroity laboratorieo, by 

providing tunds, if such tunda be required, through his contaets with 

private persons who are willine; to make contributiono for this cauee, 

and perhaps also by obtaining the co-operation of industrial laboratories 

which have the necessary equipment. 

1 understand that Geon.ny has actually stop;,ed the sale of uraniw:n 

from the Czechoslovakian minea which ~he has taken over. That she 8hould 

have taken such early action might perha~s be understood on the ground 

that the son of the German Under-Secretary ot State, von Weizeackcr, ia 

attached to the Kaieer-Wilhelm-Inotitut 1n Eerlin where some of the 

Ar.ierican work on ursnium is now being repe~ted. 

Yours very truly, 

·" ·k... • .,c,'~ 
(Albert Ei.netein l 
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