Statement of Kevin Vieritz (Jagera traditional owner) regarding maintaining the sacred fire on the Deed-of-Grant-in-Trust lease at Musgrave Park.
I am a Jagera traditional owner of the land exercising my ceremonial rights to practice my culture on the land specified in the infringement notices (described as Musgrave Park). 
I am currently excluded from exercising these traditional rights under conditions imposed by the Bail Act until 27 September 2013.
The sacred fire is lit and maintained so that those who gathering around it can freely express themselves. The fire is used in our culture to burn away old and to bring in the new. The fire is cleansing because when people pass through the smoke it excludes bad things and bad thoughts. 
The infringement notices that Ian (Curr) has received were as a direct result of my telling him to light the fire and to maintain it.

The fire was secured in such a way as to prevent any possibility of unruly behaviour and safety is maintained. I am careful in my maintenance of the fire.

On occasion I have been arrested and released for lighting the fire. However on later occasions I have been arrested for obstructing BCC officers who were seeking to put out the sacred fire.  This action by the BCC officers is breaking my law as a Jagera man. It is a trespass on my land.
I regard the people who have not been invited who come to Musgrave as being trespassers. I have welcomed both aboriginal and non-aboriginal people to come to the sacred fire and witness the lighting ceremony. I welcome people from the tent embassy who conduct meetings on my land. When BCC officers and police come uninvited I regard that as being trespass on Jagera land.

I have seen the Deed of Grant in Trust over the land in question and confirm that the land is for an aboriginal purpose and for no other. 
Signed:
Kevin Vieritz
Date:    Sept 2013
Witnessed:

Katherine Hunt CPA
Date:     Sept 2013
