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' BUCHHORN 1932-0>

ctivist

priest

railed against §
injustice, here ),
and abroad )

ichard Buchhorn, or Dick

as he was known to many,

had anose for injustice,

hence the title of his
memoir, Cry Stinking Fish, a
reference to Christopher Logue’s
powerful poem A Singing Prayer:
“And those who say to you: why
botherus with this? Sing out, men
born with strong noses must cry
stinking fish.”

Buchhorn didn’t simply cry
stinking fish. He sought, firstly, to
understand the basis of any
injustice, then to communicate this
to others whom he hoped might join

himin action to eliminate the stink.

Born and raised in Glen Innes,
upon leaving school Buchhorn
attended the University of NSW
and graduated asa mining
engineer. He also became aware of,
and wasinfluenced by, the Young
Christian Workermovement

(YCW), an international
organisation of the Catholic
Church. In later life he gave full
credit to the lasting influence the
YCW had on hislife and personal
philosophy. He decided to train for
the priesthood, first in Australia
and then in Rome, where he was
ordained in 1960.

Returning to Australia, he was
appointed to the Tamworth parish.
As YCW chaplain, he learnt many
junior bank officials endured poor
conditions and were underpaid.
Under his leadership, the YCW’s
local campaign was taken up by
other branches, and banks were
forced toimprove wages and
conditions. Their next campaign
spread state-wide, resulting in
much improved training for young
apprentices following legislation
enacted by the NSW parliament.
During these actions Buchhorn
met, for the firstbut not last time,
supportive unionists.

In late 1969 Buchhorn was

‘moved to Narrabriwhere he made
iends with a couple who shared

B .to Australia’s

lvement in the war in Vietnam.

: themnot to pi

forum that same afternoon was
attended by some 50 people.

They then formed the Narrabri
Forum, which invited guest
speakers toregular meetings to
discuss arange ofissues. Speakers
included Bruce Petty, Betty
Archdale, Sekai Holland and Faith
Bandler, their expenses being
covered by funds raised from

al wine bottlings. The same
year the forum organised a
Symposium at which Ralph Hunt
(local federal member) debated the
war with a member of the
Australian Reform Movement.
While government supporters
in the majority, there were

conver lnd 0”]9!‘5 were
convinced they should no longer
blindly follow what governments
might say. Buchhorn wasthe
catalyst. When he was around,
things happened quickly. A little
later he was moved to Quirindi.

In 1971 the South African YCW
asked its Australian counterpart to

: oppose the forthcoming Springboks’

tour of Australia. Buchhorn wrote a
lengthy, well-reasoned open letter
addressed principally to Australian
rugby playersin which he asked

7, but tono avail, The :
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Springbokswere holed upina Bondi

Junction motel. Buchhornled an

ecumenical serv

: thenjoined the no;

Anti-apartheid campaigners
had unsuccessfully sought to

. persuade major supermarkets not

: tostock South African products. So
: Buchhorn and fellow campaigners

- would fully load a shopping trolley

: with groceries and place a South

: Africanproduct on top. At the

¢ checkout, he would casually pick up
* the offending item and then,

. feigning surprise, cry out: “Agh,

South African! 'm not buying any
of this stuff”, before departing the
store and the overloaded trolley.
Buchhorn’s political activism
was always balanced by his care
and compassion for the individual.
While living in shared housingin
Redfern Buchhorn got a job atthe
ocal IXL factory, which he 4
discovered had strong commercial
ties with South Africa. He had

would pick them up each morning,
with their lunches close at hand,
¢ and support them while they
. gained the work experience which
opened their path to abetter
future. This changed many lives.
Buchhorn then decided to stay
with IXL, for he saw the
¢ opportunity to promote the
economic boycott of South African
. companies which profited from
¢ apartheid. When he realised that
: the company sourcedits baked
beans from South Africa, he
devised an ingenious scheme. He
was on the assembly line. Before
the jam jar or tin of baked beans
could be sealed, he slippedinan
anti-apartheid message typed.on g
aluminium foil - for
supports apartheid
customers opened:
they complained

injury, some

itavailable to
Buchhorn next appli

vacancy at Boggabill

arishio

m he
Father Dick, canyou come .
and bring your oils with

Buchhorn worked with A
peopleashe helped them
document their people’s
andrecord details of site

supporting

tenantsofa

“house at Kepos
* Street, South
Sydney, who
received a
notice from
South Sydney
Counciltomove : tobring tc

* ...+ outin30days.

: washing machines, which he found

atrubbish tips and council clean-

ups. He would hoist themontopof
his VW, then drive home and setto
work, cannibalising them toget
enough parts fora i ;
machine which he wouldgivetoone : ¥

support an
Hemany




